XXXIV
"BEWARE OF EUROPEANS!"

ANOTHER prophecy of which Cokto Badma
jLjLZhap told me concerned the fate of Mongolia
and was made by no less a man than the Bogdo Gegen.
I made notes of my conversations with Badma Zhap,
then Minister of Justice, and here is the story, as
nearly as possible in his own words.

"It happened in 1914. The Bogdo Gegen fell sick,
and in spite of the lamas3 herbs and prayers and the
efforts of a Russian doctor specially brought from over
the border, his condition became so grave that he was
expected to die at any moment. When the Bogdo lapsed
into a coma the chief lamas were akeady making
arrangements for the usual search for a successor. It
was then that the sick man regained consciousness
and, summoning to his bedside his ministers and
chief priests, warned them in a weak, faltering voice
to 'beware of Europeans/

" "Perhaps my time has come/ he said, "and the
task of taking care of the country and protecting the
interests of the people will fall to you. Spare no effort,
no sacrifice. And if the enemy should prove too strong
for you, pray for the aid of our eternal protectors.
But beware of Europeans, and particularly Russians.
If at any time you appeal to Russians for aid, our
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